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pression. On one occasion, indeed, he was able to be of assistance
to Carlyle in exposing a notorious instance of blague, the kind of
humbug peculiar to the French. In the first edition of his French
Revolution Carlyle, accepting the traditional French version of
the incident, recorded that when the Vengeur sank during an action
against the English fleet in June, 1794, her whole crew, preferring
death to surrender, had shouted Vive la Re^ublique from the
upper deck as the Vengeur went to the bottom.47 But not long
after his history appeared, Carlyle discovered that this glorious
story was a mere fabrication, designed by Barrere to bolster the
morale of the National Assembly, and he accordingly communi-
cated a true account of the episode to Prater's Magazine.** When
a translation of his article appeared in the Revue Britannique, to-
gether with an intemperate reply by one Labedolliere, great indig-
nation was felt in France, and Carlyle was taken to task by various
angry Frenchmen, among them Jules Baget of the Journal du
specie, who in a set of hysterical verses hailed him as the "Detrac-
teur orgueilleux de notre vieille gloire" Thackeray entered the
fray with a sarcastic riposte in Eraser's Magazine of March, 1840,49
in which Messrs. Labedolliere and Baget are made to look decid-
edly silly, and there the quarrel seems to have ended.

Thackeray and Carlyle continued on good terms until January,

47 Book V, chapter vi.  Carlyle was enabled, by a thrifty rhetorical device, to
preserve nearly the whole of his original account of the Vengeur's sinking in
later editions.

48 "Epistles to the Literati. No. XI. Thomas Carlyle, Esq. to Oliver Yorke,
Esq., On the Sinking of the Vengeur/' Prater's Magazine, CXV  (1839),
76-84.

49 "Epistles to the Literati. No. XIV.  On French Criticism of the English,
and Notably in the Affair of the Vengeur.  By Nelson Tattersall Lee Scupper,

Esq., Late Ensign in her Majesty's Horse-Marines, to ----------Labedolliere,

Esq.," pp. 332-345.  That this article, which has not previously been assigned
to Thackeray, was his work is shown by the following fragment of a letter to
James ^raser, quoted from an auction catalogue clipping: "The only dun I
have in the world is growing obstreperous.   Can you give me two sheets of
the Magazine for next month?   They will pay him and leave me eleven
shillings over.   I  have got the  Revue Britannique and have settled with
Carlyle to write an article on the Vengeur, half of it is done; it will run to 13
pages probably for I have plenty of matter."